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TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: A VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIET-NAM 

1. NGUYEN VAN TUY, A VIETNAMESE HOLDING FRENCH 
CITIZENSHIP, LEFT SAIGON JULY 27 TO RETURN TO PARIS, 

STOPPING BRIEFLY IN BANGKOK. ALTHOUGH HE HAD NO CONTACT 
WITH THE EMBASSY, HE SPOKE EXTENSIVELY WITH COLONEL NGO 
THAN NGHIA, FORMER BINH THUAN PROVINCE CHIEF, WHO RE 
LAYED TUY’S OBSERVATIONS TO US. WE FIND TUY’S VIEWS QUITE 
INTERESTERING. 

2. TUY IS SAID TO HAVE GROWN UP WITH PRG PRESIDENT HUY H 
TAN PHAT. ANTI-DIEM, TUY FLEW A PLANE OUT OF VIET-NAM 
INTO CAMBODIA IN 1958. HE ACQUIRED FRENCH CITIZENSHIP 
AND BECAME A THIRD FORCE FIGURE IN PARIS, OFTEN COOPER- 
ATING WITH ANTI-GVN ELEMENTS. PRIOR TO THE FALL OF 
SAIGON, HE AND OTHERS RETURNED TO VIET NAM, OSTENSIBLY 
WITH THE BLESSING OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, TO DETERMINE 
IF THERE WAS A ROLE FOR THEM. THEY WERE TRAPPED THERE 
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UNTIL TEN DAYS AGO, WHEN THE RGSVN PERMITTED THEM TO DE- 
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PART BECAUSE OF THEIR FRENCH NATIONALITY. 

3. OF GREATEST INTEREST ARE TUY'S OBSERVATIONS ON PER- 
SONALITIES IN SAIGON. HE SAID THE STRONGEST INDIVIDUAL IN 
THE SOUTH IS UNDOUBTEDLY LAO DONG PARTY POLITBURO MEMBER 
AND COSVN COMMANDER PHAM HUNG. PHAM HUNG HAS ESTABLISHED 
HIS OFFICE IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY BUILDING AND IS CAL- 
LING THE SHOTS. 

4. TUY NOTED THAT ALL MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND STORES 

IN GOOD CONDITION (E.G., WEAPONS, VEHICLES, AND EVEN FOOD 
RATIONS) ARE CURRENTLY MOVING TO THE NORTH, BOTH BY 
TRUCK AND BY SEA. THIS HAS CAUSED CONSIDERABLE DISAGREE- 
MENT AMONG THE SAIGON LEADERSHIP. LT. GEN. TRAN VAN TRA 
IS SAID TO BE IN TROUBLE FOR HIS OPPOSITION TO THIS 
MOVEMENT; TUY SAID TRA’S ACTIONS ARE NOW UNDER SUR- 
VEILLANCE, FURTHER STRENGTHENING PHAM HUNG’S POSITION. 
SIMILARLY HUYNH TAN PHAT, ALTHOUGH NOT THAT MUCH IN 
A POSITION OF POWER, ALSO REPORTEDLY TOOK A NEGATIVE 
STAND ON THE ISSUE, AND HIS STAR IS DEFINITELY NOT ON THE 
RISE. TUY SAID THIS MATTER HAS INCREASED SOUTH VIET- 
NAMESE SUSPICIONS OF NORTHERN INTENTIONS. 

5. IN GENERAL, TUY SAID THAT THINGS ARE BAD IN THE SOUTH. 

HE SAID THERE IS NOT ENOUGH FOOD OR MONEY, MAKING LIFE 
DIFFICULT. FORMER GVN OFFICIALS WORKING FOR THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO 3000 PIASTERS PER MONTH 
IN SALARY AND 18 KILOS OF RICE. 

6. TUY SPOKE OF THE RE-EDUCATION SESSIONS TAKING 
PLACE ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. HE SAID THEY ARE WORST FOR 
THE CHILDREN. THE CHILDREN ARE GROUPED BY AGES, ASKED 
THEIR RELIGIONS, THEN TOLD TO PRAY AS THEIR RELIGION 
DITATES TO ASK FOR CAKE. THEY THEN REPEAT THE EXERCISE, 
ADDRESSING THEIR PRAYERS THIS TIME TO UNCLE HO. THE CAKE 
MIRACULOUSLY APPEARS WHILE THEIR EYES ARE CLOSED. 

(COLONEL NGHIA SAID HANOI USED THE SAME METHOD AT THE 
TIME OF PARTITION). 

7. TUY SAID THERE IS A GENERAL FEAR AMONG FORMER OF- 
FICIALS ABOUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THEM WHEN THEY REPPORT 
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WITH RICE AND CLOTHES FOR THEIR RE-EDUCATION SESSIONS. 

LOW RANKING SOLDIERS ARE RETURNING FROM THEM 
WITHOUT PROBLEMS, BUT IT IS NOT THE SAME FOR NCOS AND 
OFFICERS. THEY ARE OFTEN TOLD THEY MUST LEAVE SAIGON FOR 
THE SESSIONS SO THEY WILL KNOW FOR THEMSELVES THE HARD 
LIFE WHICH THE VC SOLDIER LIVED PREVIOUSLY. MANY OF THE 
OFFICERS ARE SIMPLY NOT RETURNING FROM THE SESSIONS, 
ACCORDING TO TUY. HE RECOUNTED A STORY IN WHICH SOME 
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400 OFFICERS, ON THEIR WAY TO A RE-EDUCATION COURSE, 

WERE HAND-CUFFED IN GROUPS OF SIX AND SHOT NOT LONG AGO 
NEAR TAY NINH. FAMILIES WHO DEMOSTRATED IN FRONT OF 
THE SAIGON MILITARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE'S OFFICE 
IN MID-IULY DEHANDING TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OF- 
FICERS WERE THREATENED WITH BEING SHOT, SO THEY DISBURSED. 
TUY SAID THIS STORY HAS BECOME COMMON KNOWLEDGE, EN- 
COURAGING PEOPLE TO TRY TO ESCAPE ALL THE MORE, BRIBING 
VC OFFICIALS IN ORDER TO LEAVE THE AREA OR, IF THEY CAN 
AFFORD ONE MILLION PIASTERS, THE COUNTRY. 
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8. ON THE DISTRICT LEVEL, TUY RECOUNTED THAT PEOPLE ARE 
KNOWN TO HAVE REPORTED FOR RE-EDUCATION, THEN HAVE BEEN 
PLACED IN A CAMP UNDER GUARD. THEY ARE TOLD BY AUTHORITIES 
THAT THIS IS FOR THEIR OWN PROTECTION SO THAT "THE PEOPLE" 
WILL NOT KILL THEM FOR THEIR PREVIOUS MISDEEDS. 

9. TUY SAID THAT ALL BUT FORMER VICE PRESIDENT TRAN VAN 
HUONG HAD HAD TO ATTEND RE-EDUCATION SESSIONS, EVEN 
DUONG VAN ("BIG") MINH AND SENATOR VU VAN MAU. HUONG 
WAS EXCLUDED BECAUSE, TO GENERAL SURPRISE, A SON ABOUT 
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WHOM NO ONE KNEW APPEARED IN AN NVA COLONEL'S UNIFORM. 

10. TUY REPORTED THAT PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DISAPPEARING 
MYSTERIOUSLY IN SAIGON, LEADING TO A WIDESPREAD AIR OF 
DEPRESSION. HE SAID THAT LY HONG CHUNG, A WELL-KNOWN 
SAIGON PHYSICIAN, GAVE FATAL INJECTIONS TO HIS FAMILY 
AND KILLED HIMSELF IN MID-JULY. HE NOTED THAT THE 
LATEST SUICIDES HAVE BECOME AN IMPORTANT TOPIC OF CON- 
VERSATION IN SAIGON. 
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1 1 . MADAME NGO BA THANH HAS REPORTEDLY WITHDRAWN FROM 
ALL ACTIVITY, DEEEPLY DISCOURAGED OVER THE EVOLUTION OF 
THINGS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

12. FINALLY, TUY SAID 12,000 FRENCHMEN STILL IN VIET- 
NAM ARE LIVING IN DIFFICULT CONDITIONS. THEIR FREEDOM 
OF MOVEMENT IS RESTRICTED, AND MA Y ARE IMPOVERISHED. 
MANY FRENCH THERE HAD BELIEVED THEIR 
GOVERNMENT WAS 

"PLAYING THE GAME" CORRECTLY AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
PROBLEMS FOR THEM WITH THE PRG. NOW, HE SAYS, THE ARE 
DISGUSTED AND ARE READY TO DEPART, WHEN PERMITTED. 

13. ACCORDING TO COLONEL NGHIA, TUY WAS QUITE DISCOUR- 
AGED ABOUT HIS FORMER COUNTRY. HE APPARENTLY HAD A 
LONG CONVERSATION WITH HUYNH TAN PHAT, THE GIST OF WHICH 
HE INTENDS TO RELEASE IN PARIS AND WASHINGTON WHEN HE 
SPEAKS OUT TO DECRY WHAT IS HAPPENING INSIDE SOUTH 
VIET-NAM. 

14. WE WILL REPORT TUY'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE INTERNAL 
RESISTANCE IN A SEPARATE MESSAGE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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